
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Church Services in the Parish 
A special thanks to Dot Bradley for all she does for the Church, unlocking and 

locking it on a daily basis. And also many thanks to Colin Dash for cleaning it every 

month, in this lockdown time without which, in this warmer weather, it would be 

taken over by spiders’ webs! I’m not sure we have many visitors at this time of year, 

but I know people who do visit appreciate the peace and tranquillity of the building; 

and also of the Churchyard.  Of course thanks again to Dot for her heroic work 

getting rid of the tree that had fallen last year in the storms. And also to Tony Smith 

for kindly offering his services for free to dispose of it. The great big hole that was 

left by the roots has now gone and the Churchyard is back to normal. 

We’re so very sorry to hear the news about Margaret Whitbread. She often 

supported us at any special services we had, and was always there with the lace 

makers during the annual craft fair. She was also on the flower rota for many years 

and will be missed by everyone. Our condolences go to Roger and the whole family. 

As we come out of this lockdown time we don’t know when Church services will 

resume in the Benefice or indeed if we will have a service at Easter in Trimingham, 

but we will keep you posted in the next newsletter. 

Penny Kirk and I were wondering whether we should still decorate the Church for 

Easter; she would like to bring her Easter garden, a symbolic reminder of the Easter 

story. Maybe some of you might like to bring some flower arrangements to put in 

just before Easter – April 4th  is Easter Sunday - in memory of Margaret and all the 

beautiful arrangements she did throughout the years. 

It will remind us of the true message of Easter – the new life and hope that we are 

already seeing in the first signs of spring. A sign of the promise that Easter brings 

of the joy and the peace that we can experience in our hearts through God’s gift to 

us of His Son Jesus. 

Jan Balfour 

If you have any requests for prayer, confidential requests can be sent to Rev Siân 

who will alert the prayer chain.  This may be done either by email 

sjmr216@btinternet.com or ring 01263 833790 (please leave a message) and I am 

happy to receive calls or emails about any pastoral matters. 

For General enquiries please contact Liz Richards, the Administrator: 

Poppyland.rector@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 

For the volunteer information and 100 Club winners, please see 
details included on the following pages of the Newsletter 

 

 

  

NEWSLETTER MARCH 2021 
 

It is with great sadness that we have to let you know that Margaret 
Whitbread passed away at the end of February.  Margaret will be 
greatly missed by everyone.  She has been a firm supporter of all of 
the activities held in the village, joining the Fund Raising Committee for 
the new hall, then serving as a member of the Trimingham Village Hall 
Trust Management Committee, plus helping to raise funds for the 
Church and Pilgrim Shelter.  Margaret enjoyed her lace making, craft 
and gardening.  We will all miss her smile and quiet good humour.  We 
pass on our deepest sympathy to Roger and all their family. 
 
We would like to thank Jenny Cooper for delivering our newspapers in 
really treacherous conditions.  The pavements at times were so icy it 
was difficult to keep your footing.  Also the food delivery drivers who no 
doubt have been an essential service to many.  It cannot have been 
easy to carry boxes down slippery drives.  My delivery was late, but it 
was much appreciated.  The lads who delivered to me had been stuck 
in snow drifts and said that the roads were very difficult especially down 
the minor roads, but they were still cheerful.  Thank you to everyone 
who helped others in those challenging and difficult times. 

 
As we move on into March and April, we will be preparing to re-open 
the hall.  If you have some spare time and would like to either be a 
volunteer or perhaps even join our Management Committee, we would 
welcome any extra support.  Do contact Linda on 834349 if you feel 
you can help.  Thank you.     

       Dot and Linda 



 

 

 

100 Club Draws - We have had to suspend the draw 

for the 100 Club as we are still in lockdown.  As with last 
time, we will draw all the outstanding months when we are 
allowed to meet again. 
 

Bonus Ball – This is run by Jenny Cooper and there are 

some numbers still available.   Select an unallocated 
number (from 1-49) pay your £1 a week for the chance to 
win when your bonus ball number is drawn! 
 

 

Alec's Mardle 
 

(Alec Reynolds was born in Trimingham in 1926 and has lived here all his life) 

 

I hope you are all coping with this awful virus and that most of you 
have had your injection.  Good luck to everyone. 
 
As I sit writing it is snowing and it reminds me of my working days.  I 
spent 28 years with the Council gritting and snow ploughing.  When 
I worked on the farm I used to grit the roads with a tractor and trailer, 
a local council worker spread the sand from the back of the trailer.  
First we would do the road from Sidestrand to Mundesley which was 
the main road.  We would then do the byroads.  We had sand piled 
along the road, all done by hand.  When I worked for the Council it 
was all done by machine.  I would travel to Holt in the lorry with the 
gritter behind filled up with salt, and then do the A and B roads.  We 
would then do the C roads and minor roads and housing estates.   
 
On the way to Holt I would pick up men from Thorpe Market, 
Roughton and Cromer as I had a crew cab there was enough room 
for 5,  I started off at Holt, then Hanworth and Worstead.  At Caister 
there was the depot where the salt was kept.  Now the whole area is 
done from Aylsham.  Some days we would start gritting at 5.00pm 
until 8.00pm.  Then the next morning I would leave home at 3.30am 
and I would not get home until the next morning and I would sleep 
most of the day and then start again the next day.  One morning I left 
home, picked up my man from Thorpe Market and got stuck in a 
snow drift.  The snow built up back of us.  The lorry was stuck there 
for days, so I had no lorry.  Mr Harrison let me have a tractor and a 
driver and we went around checking on the contractor who had a 
bulldozer and digger to make sure they were clearing the most 
essential roads before moving on to the other ones.  Roll on spring. 

 
 
Alec 
 
 

Pligrim Shelter 
 

There are still plenty of books in the Shelter.  As usual if 
anyone wants to have a look please contact Dot (after 
6.00pm) on 833249 or Liz on 834965.  The door will be 
opened for you and you can then browse for as long as you 
like.  All the books and other items are 50p each and you 
just leave the money on the table.  At the moment this is 
the only income that the Shelter gets, apart from a few 
generous donations. 

 

Newsletter editing – If you have an article that you would like 
included please let Dot have copy by 19th of the month at the latest.   
 
If you want to place an advertisement, please let Linda have this by 
15th of the month so that we can prepare it for the following edition.  
This will allow us to have sufficient time to arrange printing and 
distribution before the beginning of the month. 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   

 
Nature notes for March 2021 – Mac Marshall 
 

Just before lockdown I managed to fit in visits to Fellbrigg, Sheringham Park 
and Cley. 
 
At Fellbrigg snowdrops were pushing through in the woods just beyond the 
house and it looked likely to be a good show. The path through the wood 
around the lake was closed so I went along the open side which gives a better 
view of the water. There were 2 swans, presumably the resident pair and small 
numbers of mallard, teal, widgeon, gadwall and tufted ducks. A jay was probing 
the grass bank possibly searching for last year’s acorns stored in the autumn. 
As I got nearer it moved on as they are quite nervous and are still regarded as 
vermin so are still allowed to be shot! I followed it along the path and then 
another appeared on my right which flew to the top of an oak tree. 
Looking through my binoculars I saw it was feeding on a vole or field mouse. I 
managed to get a couple of not very good photos. 
 
The snowdrops in Sheringham Park a couple of days later were further 
developed in clusters along the drive near the entrance, and the azaleas were 
in full bloom putting my lone azalea to shame. It had only one flower this year 
which lasted about a week, but it is only a couple of years old. There were two 
Great Spotted Woodpeckers calling and one was flying from tree to tree, 
maybe trying to attract a mate. Its flight is described as bounding and once you 
have seen it, it becomes obvious. 
 
At Cley the hides were closed again but there appeared to be activity on the 
scrapes with flights of geese going over. There were lots of Brent geese on the 
marshes between Salthouse and Cley but no cormorants to be seen. I went 
looking for snow buntings along the dunes but I didn't find any this trip. They 
are very elusive and almost invisible in their habitat so no surprise. 
 
After the snow disappeared it was nice to see crocus, primulas and snowdrops 
in the garden and there are some in the churchyard. Buds are developing on 
the oaks and alder catkins are preparing to open. 
 
My neighbour, Tony, has seen Blackcaps on his feeders but I haven't seen any 
on mine, only 50 metres away. My son sent a text from suburban Sheffield 
saying he had badger tracks on his driveway during the snow. 

 
Mac Marshall 
 

 
Dot’s Ramblings 
 

To say the least the weather has been challenging.  We have not had snow like this 
for years.  I can remember two other occasions when we were cut off by snow.  
One time when there was a dairy at Gimingham some men from the village walked 
there and carried back a churn of milk and distributed it to families with young 
children and the elderly.  The next time when I worked for NNDC it was decided to 
close the offices.  Someone offered to drive me home but we only got to Sidestrand.  
I then had to walk from there which was not easy in the biting wind and deep snow, 
and I only had on my work clothes which offered no protection.  I was a lot younger 
then. 
 
Spring will soon be here.  I had a seed catalogue come through the post which had 
packets of seeds for £1 so I bought a “few”.  I will be busy soon sowing them and 
then pricking them out.  At the moment my greenhouse is full of plants over 
wintering.  I had so many that John made me 2 cold frames which again are full.  It 
will feel good to be able to potter about outside again, tidy up the lawn etc.  Even 
before the snow the earth was too wet to weed but hopefully it will dry out in the 
next few weeks.  We can then look forward to bright and colourful flower beds.  
 
Meanwhile I am reading a lot and still doing my quilting, which is coming along 
slowly.  John and I are still having Sudoku challenges.  Well it is not really a 
challenge as he always wins.  I get there eventually but he does them very quickly, 
but however long you take it keeps the mind active. 
 
The good thing to come out of the snow was that a small flock of long tailed tits 
came into the garden and were feeding on the fat block and sunflower hearts.  They 
are such social little birds; they all seem to get on with each other and no 
squabbling.  There were 4 or 5 on the feeder all at one time.  The other birds all 
seem to be so intent on seeing off their rivals that they miss out on the food 
sometimes, perhaps there is a lesson for us all there. 
 
Unfortunately during the gales when we had the snow the very large pine tree in 
our garden was blown down, just missing the house but demolishing a shed.  This 
was the squirrels’ home and they have not been raiding our bird feeders very much 
since.  Hopefully they have found another dry and safe place to live.  Within the last 
2/3 days they have started coming back onto our bird feeders, so you still might 
hear me shouting at them. 
 

Dot 
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TRIMINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 
There is a plot of land that runs alongside the footpath past the Pilgrim 
Shelter (the coast path runs through the wooded area to the cliff) upon 
which a small hut sits. We believe this plot of land is owned by a Doctor 
Black who we have not been able to trace for some years. Recently we 
have had some trees roughly chopped down in this copse, which of course 
is illegal  
 

1. because we are not allowed to cut down trees without permission 
2. we need to keep as much overgrowth as possible to soak up 

surface water in order to help protect the crumbling cliffs, and 
3. this piece of land is privately owned.  

 
In light of the above we are proposing that the land is adopted by the 
Parish Council. We will monitor and perhaps plant some more saplings. 
The little copse is also noted as an important wild bird sanctuary with many 
notable species spotted. This proposal will be discussed at the next Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
It has been reported also that some old bathroom/kitchen tiling has been 
dumped along one of the footpaths near the cliff.  It would have been 
necessary for the culprit to have taken this on foot to the dump site.  The 
Parish Council would ask residents to be watchful and report any such 
incidents.  Such rubbish has to be cleared by someone, so we implore the 
person who did leave it, to clear it themselves.  
 
If you would like to 'ZOOM' into our next meeting on Monday 8 March 2021 
the necessary details are: 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/96623221977?pwd=aHJudGEwY0xuV2NDSldRTDh
XTVFaUT09 

Meeting ID: 966 2322 1977 
Passcode: 098242 

Terry Brown 
Chair – Trimingham Parish Council 
Date of next meeting:  Monday, 8th March 2021 via Zoom. All welcome 
 
Note if you want to report a highways issues such as pot holes or blocked 
drains the most effective way is to log on to www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-
and-transport/roads/report-a-problem set up an account and monitor 

 
 
 

Gardening Tips by Tony 
 
 

 Prepare vegetable beds and sow some vegetables 
under cover. 

 Protect blossom on apricots, nectarines and 
peaches. 

 Net fruit and vegetable crops to keep birds off.   

 Prune winter flowering shrubs that have finished 
flowering 

 Divide bulbs such as snowdrops and those that 
need planting in the green 

 Prune wisteria 

 Prune hardy evergreen hedges and renovate 
overgrown deciduous hedges 

 Prune conservatory climbers 

 Cut back deciduous grasses left uncut over the 
winter and remove dead grass from evergreen 
grasses 

 

Tony Smith  

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/96623221977?pwd=aHJudGEwY0xuV2NDSldRTDhXTVFaUT09
https://zoom.us/j/96623221977?pwd=aHJudGEwY0xuV2NDSldRTDhXTVFaUT09
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads/report-a-problem
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads/report-a-problem


 

 

  
 
 

CJ Tree & Garden 
Services Norfolk 

 

All Aspects of tree work carried out 

 

Hedge trimming, pruning, removal 

Mini digger and larger excavator work 

Landscaping, Fencing, Gates etc. 

 

Woodchip always available 

 

City & Guilds / Lantra qualified 

Public liability & employee insurance 

 
www.cjtreeservices.co.uk 

Phone 07500 514187 
 

Martin Wones Electrical 
 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical work undertaken 

 

24hr call out service 
 

Mobile 07468 572068 
Tel 01263 649858 

 

Email: martinwoneselectrical@outlook.com 
Web: www.martinwoneselectrican.co.uk 

 

 

Trimingham Volunteers 
 

Volunteers 
 
Our volunteers are still available to help should you need 
it.  Do feel free to contact anyone listed below if you have 
a problem: 
 
Jo/Jackie/Toni 834690 Liz   834965 
Rikky   833538 Sam  833452 
Sarah/Mike  833724 Terry  834349 
 
Keep safe and well. 
 

 
 

http://www.cjtreeservices.co.uk/


 

 

 

 BUILDING CONTRACTORS  
 

All Aspects of Construction are undertaken 

 Property Restoration  

 Barn Conversions  

 New builds and extensions 

 Roofing  

 Bespoke Carpentry and Joinery 

 

Broadbuild  
Please call us on: 07903 808369 
samdidwell@broadbuild.info 
www.broadbuildconstruction.co.uk 
 

TRIMINGHAM ROOFING 
 

FLAT AND PITCH ROOFING 
LEAD WORK 

CHIMNEY REPAIRS 
FASCIA AND GUTTERING  

GENERAL BUILDING 

Tel 01263 833448 
07747 136190 

 

 

Jam Jar collection 
 

I did not get round to making a collection in 
December due the virus and I cannot say when I will 
be round again.  However, as soon as it is safe to 
do so, I will let the jam jarers know when I will be 
calling round. The money collected in this way goes 
toward funding our Church.  If you would like to be 
included, do please give me a ring (after 6.00p.m) 
on 833249. 
 

Dot 
 

Weekly activities at the Hall – (Closed until further notice) 
 
Monday – Yoga 2 sessions 5.00pm-6.30pm and 6.45pm-7.45pm.  
Booking essential.  Call Pat on 07810 023236 
Wednesday – T’ai Chi – 10.30am-11.30am.  To book a place ring 
Geoff on 07833 135116 
Thursday - T’ai Chi – 11.00am-12.00 noon.  To book a place ring Geoff  
                   Table Tennis – 6.30-9.00.  Contact Trevor on 833178 
Friday – Cardio Dance 10.00-10.45.  Contact Emily on 07815 983482.  
(Emily also has classes in All Saints Community Rooms, Mundesley on 
Tuesday and Thursday 6.15pm-7.00pm) 

- Craft Circle meets fortnightly – 2.00-3.30pm –  For more 
information ring Dot on 833249 after 6.00pm 

 
There are limited spaces allowed for each activity, so booking is essential 
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